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In a year defined by uncertainty, Vaccinate Your Family (VYF) 
stood firm. Our 2025 Annual Report, Meeting the Moments, 
reflects how VYF’s 35 years of expertise, stability, and trusted 
leadership helped families and communities navigate challenges 
to vaccine confidence, science, and public health. Explore the 
moments that shaped our year, and the programs, partnerships, 
and advocacy that positioned VYF as the rock families and 
policymakers rely on.

That Defined the Year 
THE MOMENTS The Department of Health 

and Human Services (HHS) 
announced a new research 
initiative to examine the rise of 
autism spectrum disorder in the 
United States, drawing significant 
public attention and concern, 
particularly following the hiring 
of known anti-vaccine activist 
David Geier to support the study. 

Due to messaging coming  
from HHS, we saw a resurgence 
of anti-vaccine myths across  
the country.

March-April 2025 
Without consultation from 
the Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP), the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
withdrew its recommendation 
for COVID-19 vaccination in 
children and pregnant women, 
an unprecedented break  
from standard scientific  
review process.

May 2025 

The newly inaugurated 
administration issued an 
executive order establishing the 
Make America Healthy Again 
(MAHA) Commission, marking 
the beginning of significant 
changes to federal health 
programs and funding. 

February 2025 

Countering Misinformation 
in Real Time: As vaccine 
myths surged, VYF 
developed engaging social 
media posts delivering 
timely, evidence-based 
information, reaching 
thousands of people 
across platforms.

Elevating Lived Experience: 
VYF secured national media 
coverage—including a 
powerful feature in People 
magazine—amplifying 
advocate stories to 
humanize vaccine-
preventable diseases and 
reach millions. 

The administration then issued 
an executive order prohibiting 
federal funding for schools and 
higher education institutions 
that require COVID-19 
vaccination for attendance. 
Notably, prior to this executive 
order, no state had school 
immunization requirements for 
COVID-19 vaccines.

Here are some of the moments 
which threatened vaccine access, 
policy, and trust in 2025, and 
the ways in which VYF stood 
firmly for science, equity, and 
evidence-based policy:

2025:

501c3

Amid an ongoing 
outbreak of measles 
and for the first 
time since 2015, an 
unvaccinated child in Lubbock, 
Texas died from measles. 

Click here to read 
VYF's response

Click here to read 
VYF's response

Click here to read 
VYF's response
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https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/open-letter/
https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/the-truth-about-autism-and-vaccines/
https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/a-child-has-died-from-measles-we-cannot-let-this-become-the-new-normal/


       

During the September ACIP 
meeting, the Committee removed 
recommendation for the measles, 
mumps, rubella, and varicella 
(MMRV) combined vaccine for 
children under four years old. 

At a press conference, the 
President and Secretary of HHS 
claimed a link between Tylenol 
use during pregnancy and autism, 
despite substantial scientific 
evidence contradicting such a 
connection. They also included 
language amplifying the disproven 
theory that vaccines cause autism 
spectrum disorder.

September 2025

Following the release of a Danish 
study that showed no link 
between aluminum exposure in 
children through vaccines and 
instances of autism spectrum 
disorder diagnoses, the Secretary 
of HHS released an article 
misrepresenting the results and 
claiming the opposite is true.

August 2025

Dr. Susan Monarez assumed 
leadership of the CDC at a time 
of significant federal instability, 
tasked with navigating evolving 
political pressures and public 
skepticism. She was removed 28 
days later.

July 2025 
HHS removed all sitting members of 
ACIP. This action raised widespread 
concerns about scientific 
independence and the continuity 
of evidence-based vaccine 
recommendations and policy.

The newly reconstituted ACIP 
convened for its first public meeting, 
voting to remove thimerosal from 
flu vaccines despite having no new 
scientific evidence to do so. 

June 2025

December 2025

CDC updated its “Autism and 
Vaccines” webpage to suggest the 
statement “vaccines do not cause 
autism” is not based on evidence, 
abandoning decades of rigorous 
science that has time and time 
again shown that vaccines do not 
cause autism.

November 2025

At its December meeting, 
ACIP voted to roll back the 
universal hepatitis B birth 
dose recommendation, a 
dangerous step backward 
for children’s health and 
undermining decades of 
proven public health progress. 

Mobilizing Public Engagement: 
Ahead of every ACIP meeting, 
VYF equipped partners and 
the public with clear agenda 
insights and calls to action to 
submit public comments, then 
delivered rapid explanations of 
decisions and their real-world 
impact. Prebunking efforts 
included a primer on the 
importance of the hepatitis B  
birth dose and why our 
immunization schedule differs 
from other countries  
like Denmark.

Multiplying Impact Through 
Partnerships: VYF crafted 
response letters and ready-
to-use toolkits for coalitions, 
state health departments, 
and other partners, enabling 
trusted messengers to reach 
their audiences with clear, 
evidence-based information.

Expanding Education Access: 
VYF launched the redesigned 
Vaccination Community 
Learning Program, expanding 
access to trusted, science-
based vaccine education 
for learners nationwide. The 
program reached over 400 
enrollments in its first six 
months alone.

Informing Decision-Makers: 
In the spring of 2025, 
VYF began publishing the 
Vaccine Intelligence Report, 
a weekly briefing which now 
reaches 1100+ subscribers 
and engages Capitol Hill 
staff with a 40%+ open rate.

Cutting Through the 
Noise: VYF launched 
ViralTruths.org to provide 
clear, trustworthy, and 
easy-to-understand 
vaccine information—no 
jargon, no confusion—so 
policymakers and families 
can make confident, 
informed decisions.

A YEAR DEFINED BY INSTABILITY
Across 2025, rapid shifts in federal policy, communication, and agency leadership generated deep uncertainty for families 
and public health systems.

Through it all, Vaccinate Your Family served as a stable, science-grounded voice, meeting every moment with clarity, 
context, compassion, and unwavering commitment to protecting families.

Read through the rest of the report to learn more about each of VYF’s programs and their impact throughout the year.

501c3

501c3

Click here to read 
VYF's response

Click here to read 
VYF's response

Click here to read 
VYF's response

Click here to read 
VYF's response

Click here to read 
VYF's response

Click here to read 
VYF's response V
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https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/june-acip-statement/
https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/explaining-the-danish-study-on-aluminum-in-vaccines/
https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/september-2025-acip/
https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/vaccines-dont-cause-autism/
https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/vaccines-autism-statement/
https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/december-acip-statement/


       

A LETTER
From The CEO

Thirty-five years ago, a massive measles 
outbreak spurred the founding of our 
organization (as Every Child By Two) by 
former First Lady Rosalynn Carter and 
Betty Bumpers. Their vision was clear 
and urgent: no family should lose a loved 
one to a disease we know how to prevent 
through immunization. That vision has 
saved countless lives—and it continues to 
guide our work today. 

In those early years, the challenges 
were stark. Families lacked medical 
homes. Providers lacked computer 
systems to track children’s 
vaccination status. Transportation 
barriers made care difficult to 
access. Dual-working families faced 
inflexible clinic hours. Awareness 
about the importance of timely 
immunization was limited. Today, 
we refer to many of these obstacles 
as social determinants of health. 

OUR FOUNDERS, STAFF, 
AND BOARD WERE FIERCELY 
COMMITTED TO OVERCOMING 
THESE BARRIERS, AS 
WE REFUSED TO ACCEPT 
PREVENTABLE LOSS OF LIFE.
Because of decades of dedication—
from advocates, healthcare 
providers, policymakers, and 
partners like you—progress has 
been made. Lives have been 
saved. Communities have been 

strengthened. Prevention has 
become a cornerstone of  
public health. 

Yet the truth remains: many of 
these barriers should have been 
fully overcome by now. 

Instead, we find ourselves once 
again at a moment in time when 
children, adolescents, and adults 
are dying unnecessarily from 
vaccine-preventable diseases. 
This reality underscores why our 
work—and your partnership—has 
never been more essential. 

This past year was enormously 
challenging, but it was also deeply 
meaningful. Your continued 
dedication to protecting families 
and preventing disease made a 

real and measurable difference.  
Even as we navigated change 
and uncertainty, our focus never 
wavered. We continued to 
educate and advocate  
while elevating the voices of  
those impacted by vaccine-
preventable diseases. 

As we look ahead to the coming 
year, we do so with energy, 
resolve, and gratitude, grounded 
in our legacy and focused on the 
future. Our work remains centered 
on four core areas: 

•	Sharing accurate, trusted 
vaccine information with 
families and communities 

•	Advocating for policies  
that expand access to  
lifesaving vaccines 

•	Elevating the voices and stories 
of people impacted by vaccine-
preventable diseases 

•	Educating partners and 
supporting their efforts to 
increase vaccine confidence 

None of this work happens in 
isolation. It happens because 
of partners like you through 
collaboration and unwavering 
commitment to protecting 
families and strengthening 
communities. Together, we are 
not only responding to today’s 
challenges; we are building 
a future where prevention is 
prioritized and protection is 
within reach for all. 

Thank you for standing with us. 
We look forward to continuing 
this important work together in 
the coming years and are  
grateful to have you alongside  
us on this journey. 

With appreciation and resolve,

Amy Pisani, CEO & The Vaccinate 
Your Family Team 

35 years. A legacy of prevention. 
A future of protection. 

VYF CEO Amy Pisani (center), pictured in 1996 with Betty Bumpers (left) 
and former First Lady Rosalynn Carter (right).

V
Y

F
 | 2

0
2

5
 A

N
N

U
A

L
 R

E
P

O
R

T

7

 V
Y

F
 |

 2
0

2
5

 A
N

N
U

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

6



   

PROGRAM
Spotlights

As questions and demand for 
trustworthy vaccine education 
continue to grow, VYF’s 
education programs are  
meeting the moment by 
equipping communities with 
accessible, timely, and credible 
learning opportunities.

Since 2022, the Vaccination 
Community Navigator (VCN) 
program provided free, 
bilingual (English and Spanish), 
community-level education 
for community health workers, 
promotores, and others  
seeking to deepen their 
understanding of immunizations 
and build confidence in 
promoting vaccines.

This year, VYF recognized 
the need to expand and 
strengthen this work, launching 

the Vaccination Community 
Learning Program (VCLP),  
a newly redesigned,  
free-to-all flagship education 
program structured around  
four core modules:

•	Vaccination Foundations
•	Vaccine Science and Safety
•	Building Vaccine Confidence
•	Overcoming Vaccination 

Barriers

Each module features accessible, 
bite-sized lessons designed to 
be completed at an individual’s 
own pace, helping learners 
build a strong understanding 
of vaccine history, science, and 
practical application. 

In the fall, VYF also released 
supplemental mini-courses 
on influenza, COVID-19, and 450

Since its launch in August 
of 2025, VCLP had:

total enrollments with 
88 unique learners

"I work with clients every day 
that are hesitant to have their 
children vaccinated and I am 
more confident in sharing my 
knowledge [after completing 
the VYF courses]."

respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), 
timed to support communities 
ahead of respiratory virus season.

In less than six months, there 
have been more than 450 
enrollments in the VCLP. In 2026, 
the program will expand further 
with a full Spanish-language 
translation and new mini-courses 
focused on hepatitis B, measles, 
and pertussis.

The Vaccination 
Community 
Learning Program
VACCINATION EDUCATION LEADS TO 
VACCINATION CONFIDENCE

total enrollments with 738 unique learners

3,769 
Since its launch in 2022, the VCN has had

total enrollments with 
104 unique learners426 

In 2025 alone, VCN had: 
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PROGRAM 
Spotlight 

SQUAD™ 
Advocacy Program 
THE STORIES THAT SHAPE POLICY 

and staff who shape vaccine policy now 
and for the future. Their time on Capitol 
Hill underscored what we already know: 
when survivors, parents, and advocates 
speak with one voice, real impact follows.

SQUAD™ advocates were also supported 
in adding eleven new personal narratives 

Behind every immunization 
statistic are real people—
survivors of vaccine-
preventable diseases and those 
grieving loved ones lost too 
soon. At VYF, we work to lift up 
the stories behind the numbers, 
meeting each moment of 
immunization conversation and 
change with the undeniable 
truth of lived experience. That’s 
the purpose of our SQUAD™ 
(SQuaring Up Against Disease) 
advocacy program: to bring 
advocates together; to train 
them on vaccines, vaccine-
preventable diseases, and how 
to share their stories in ways 
that feel safe, supported, and 
effective; to help them engage 
their communities around the 
impact of vaccines; and to 
stand beside them, offering our 
support as they step into the 
broader advocacy space.

SQUAD™ members share 
their stories to serve their 

“It was a 
life-altering 
experience.”

“I felt like it was both 
educational and purposeful. 
I love that there was 
opportunity to connect, 
learn, and practice.”

MEDIA 
TRAINING

VACCINES 101 
TRAINING

POLICY 
TRAINING

10 new advocate 
videos recorded

501c3

19 meetings on 
Capitol Hill

501c3

to the VYF story library, documenting 
real, human experiences with vaccine-
preventable diseases. From hepatitis 
B survivorship to the heartbreaking 
loss caused by Haemophilus 
influenzae type b (Hib), each story 
offers a powerful snapshot of a life 
forever—and unnecessarily—changed.

+11 Advocates

501c3

+4 VYF staff members

501c3

communities and honor their 
loved ones, and VYF helps 
make that possible. Whether 
contributing to the VYF 
story library or meeting with 
congressional leaders, our 
advocates were supported and 
reminded throughout 2025  
that their stories deserve to  
be heard. 

THEIR STORIES MATTER, 
RESONATING MORE DEEPLY 
THAN SCIENCE.
In October, eleven SQUAD™ 
members gathered in 
Washington, DC, for three 
powerful days of community-
building, training, and direct 
advocacy. Together, they 
strengthened their skills, 
deepened their connections, 
and brought their lived 
experiences to the lawmakers 
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PROGRAM 
Spotlight 

SQUAD™ 
Community Activations
FROM ADVOCACY TO IMPACT 

SQUAD™ community activations 
are grassroots initiatives 
designed to empower advocates 
and community partners to 
bring accurate, culturally 
relevant vaccine information 
and access directly into their 
communities, especially those 
that are directly impacted by 
vaccine-preventable diseases. 

EACH ACTIVATION IS 
TAILORED TO THE NEEDS 
AND STRENGTHS OF THE 
COMMUNITY IT SERVES. 

Activities may include 
vaccine education workshops, 
resource sharing, peer-to-peer 
conversations, pop-up vaccine 
clinics, and/or culturally resonant 
media campaigns. Many 
activations are led by SQUAD™ 
members—trusted messengers 
with strong community ties who 
are trained to lead conversations, 
dispel myths, and guide their 
neighbors toward informed, 
confident health decisions. VYF 
backs these activations with 
mini-grants that support outreach 
materials, staffing, event costs, 
and collaboration with partners. 

Through your 2025 support, VYF 
provided over $100,000 to 16 

MULTI-STATE 
Geographic reach (urban, suburban, and rural communities)

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

963
Vaccines administered

501c3

501c3

3,000+ 
Educational materials distributed

501c3

16
Total community activations

501c3

community organizations and 
SQUAD™ members to fund their 
activations, serving thousands 
of individuals and families across 
the country. V
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PROGRAM 
Spotlight 

Women, Infants, & 
Children (WIC) Program
PROTECTING OUR MOST VULNERABLE POPULATIONS WITH VACCINE EDUCATION 

For more than 25 years, VYF 
has partnered with the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and their Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) 
program to deliver trusted 
vaccine education through a 
resource families already rely  
on. In collaboration with the 
National WIC Association 
and the USDA, VYF hosts an 
annual webinar for WIC staff 
and develops clear, accessible 
immunization resources for both 
staff and clients.

AS FAMILIES FACE A 
GROWING NUMBER OF 
QUESTIONS ABOUT 
VACCINES, THIS 
PARTNERSHIP IS HELPING 
MEET THE MOMENT AT SCALE. 

Nearly half of all children born 
in the United States—and 
pregnant women—participate in 
WIC, making it one of the most 
effective channels for reaching 
families. VYF’s webinars have 
equipped thousands of WIC staff 
with knowledge and confidence 
to address vaccine questions, 
while client-facing resources 
help parents and parents-to-be 
understand the importance of 
vaccines. VYF also supports 
online vaccine lessons and 
resources for WIC participants in 
both English and Spanish.

19,849 
VYF lessons were completed 
on the WIC Health website

332
Live WIC webinar attendees

"Vaccines have been created 
for the good of everyone; 
they are very important 
for the growth and 
development of children."

39
501c3

US states & territories 
offer VYF lessons to 
WIC Health clients.

501c3

Dr. Theresa Chapple-McGruder
PRESENTER

Dr. Maurine Neiman
PRESENTER

In 2025, the annual VYF WIC webinar featured guest 
speakers Dr. Maurine Neiman and Dr. Theresa Chapple-
McGruder, who shared the importance of evidence-based 
immunization decisions alongside personal stories of 
vaccine-preventable illness—grounding data and guidance 
in lived experience.
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900+ 
members

400+ 
partner organizations represented

120+ 
average monthly call participants

280+ 
listserv participants

PARTNERSHIP
Spotlight The Vaccination Collaborative

FROM CONNECTION TO ACTION

501c3

501c3

The Vaccination Collaborative 
includes more than 900 
individuals representing over 400 
partner organizations, working 
to advance vaccine advocacy, 
communications, policy, and 
education. In addition to monthly 
calls, partners have access to 
a secure, password-protected 
online portal designed to support 
collaboration and information 
sharing. This shared space 
includes a partner directory, 
vaccination policy resources, and 
practical tools to help ensure 
organizations are connected, 
informed, and activated.

In 2025, monthly Vaccination 
Collaborative meetings addressed 
a wide range of timely and 
complex topics, including the 
childhood immunization schedule, 
hepatitis B, vaccine ingredients 
such as thimerosal and aluminum, 
and a myth-busting panel focused 
on countering persistent rumors 
across the vaccine landscape. 
Speakers included experts from a 
diverse set of organizations, such 
as the Autism Society of America, 
Immunize.org, the George 
Washington University School of 
Law, the American Medical Group 
Association, and others.

Together, the Vaccination Collaborative strengthens the 
impact of organizations working to protect public health.

The Vaccination Collaborative is a national network dedicated to 
strengthening immunization efforts through shared leadership. Through 
monthly calls, an active listserv, and a partner portal, partners exchange 
insights, share emerging data and resources, and elevate best practices, 
supporting science-based programs and policies.
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PARTNERSHIP 
Spotlight 

Designed as an inclusive 
umbrella, these calls bring 
together federal and state  
policy leaders, legal experts, 
coalition representatives, state 
health department leaders, and 
other public health officials to 
share timely information and 
align efforts across jurisdictions 
and disciplines.

With anywhere from 50–80 
participants each month, 
the calls follow a structured 

agenda that includes federal 
and state policy updates, 
coalition priorities, and legal 
developments affecting vaccine 
access and policy. By creating a 
consistent forum for information-
sharing and dialogue, VYF helps 
ensure that partners remain 
informed, connected, and 
prepared to respond to emerging 
challenges, thus strengthening 
coordination and collective 
impact in support of evidence-
based immunization policy.

Monthly Policy Calls 
STAYING ALIGNED IN A CHANGING LANDSCAPE

25 YEARS
convening partners together on policy

68
average meeting attendance

501c3

Vaccinate Your Family’s monthly vaccine policy call serves as a broad 
convening space for leaders across the immunization and public 
health landscape. 
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search results for 
680 keywords.

TOP 10
VaccinateYourFamily.org 
ranked in the 

501c3

VaccinateYourFamily.org 
provides trusted, science-based 
information about vaccines  
across the lifespan. The site 
answers frequently asked 
questions, explains the latest 
immunization schedules, and 
offers evidence-based information 
about vaccine safety, including 
research and the systems that 
protect communities.

Visitors can explore personal 
stories that illustrate the real 
impact of vaccine-preventable 
diseases, download free 
educational resources, or access 

a password-protected portal with 
toolkits designed for partner 
organizations and advocates.

In 2025, VYF published 31 new 
articles on the “Insights” page, 
responding in real time to policy 
changes and vaccine safety 
claims. Content is offered in 
English and Spanish, in multiple 
formats, and has been accredited 
by the World Health Organization 
as a Vaccine Safety Net–certified 
website—helping communities 
access reliable, timely information 
and meet the moment when it 
matters most.

PLATFORM
Spotlight

VaccinateYourFamily.Org 
CRITICAL INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Launched in 2025, the weekly 
Vaccine Intelligence Report 
provides essential updates on 
public health policy, disease 
outbreaks, and evidence-based 
rebuttals to trending claims, 
ensuring that those working in 
vaccine education and advocacy 

can meet the moment with 
confidence and clarity.

To complement the weekly 
bulletin, the ViralTruths.org 
website delivers timely, accurate 
information about vaccines and 
vaccine safety, designed to keep 

pace with today’s fast-moving 
communication environment. 
The site is updated regularly to 
address trending vaccine claims, 
and it curates links to expert 
commentary, helping communities 
and partners respond quickly  
to misinformation.

Vaccination Intelligence Report 
and ViralTruths.Org 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE
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PLATFORM 
Spotlight 

OUR CAMPAIGNS:

National Infant Immunization Week
APRIL 21 – APRIL 28

Back to School Campaign 
JULY – SEPTEMBER

Respiratory Season 
SEPTEMBER 15 – MARCH 15 

615
hashtag mentions

1 MILLION 
max potential reach

547 
participating accounts

467
hashtag mentions

9 MILLION 
max potential reach

148
participating accounts

323
hashtag mentions

66
participating accounts

At VYF, we transform science-
based vaccine information 
into clear, easy-to-read 
communications designed for 
social media. Our goal is to make 
it simple to be pro-vaccine, 
providing the public and vaccine 
advocates with sharable materials 
and timely information on the 
latest and most important topics.

Social media communications 
are not designed to convince the 
vaccine-hesitant that they must 
seek out vaccines. Instead, our 
mission is to provide a reliable, 
trustworthy source so that people 
can make informed decisions for 
themselves and their families. 

WE BELIEVE THAT MOST 
PEOPLE—WHETHER VACCINE-
BELIEVERS, HESITANT, OR 
SKEPTICAL—ARE SIMPLY 
SEEKING A SOURCE THEY CAN 
TRUST. VYF IS THAT SOURCE.

Social Media Campaigns 
MEETING PEOPLE WHERE THEY’RE AT

Instagram: 
@vaccinateyourfamily

Facebook: 
Vaccinate Your Family 

X (formerly Twitter): 
@vaxyourfam 

LinkedIn: 
Vaccinate Your Family 

YouTube: 
@vaccinateyourfamily 

TikTok: 
@vaxyourfam 

Bluesky: 
@vaxyourfam.bsky.social

Every day, Vaccinate Your 
Family staff create and share 
new social media content 
across the following channels:

#VaxToTheFuture

#FirstDayVax

#RootedInProtection

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

Vaccinate Your Family

In a digital landscape 
where misinformation and 
disinformation can spread like a 
virus, our challenge is to deliver 
safe, compelling content that 
counters rumors, conspiracy 
theories, and falsehoods. 
We meet that moment by 
meticulously researching facts 
and relying on trusted sources 
to inform every post, graphic, 
and shareable resource.

Our expertise and outreach 
extend beyond social media. 
By elevating VYF experts 
and advocates through 
targeted earned media, we 
secured placement in over 
30 articles in 2025, reaching 
audiences through more than 
500 national syndications. 
This generated significant 
engagement—13.3K interactions, 
39 journalist shares, and an 
estimated 635.5M unique 
monthly visitors across outlets. 
Notable placements included 
the Associated Press, The 
Atlantic, ABC News, and more, 
amplifying our message and 
reinforcing our role as a trusted 
source for vaccine information.

2.3 MILLION 
max potential reach
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POLICY
and sponsorship. VYF advocate 
and Deputy CEO Serese 
Marotta served as a witness at a 
Senate subcommittee hearing, 
underscoring the importance of 
vaccination. Through coalition 
memberships, VYF staff 
participated in multiple Hill Days, 
advancing discussions on the 
evolving roles of the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) and the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA), 
increased funding for Section 317, 
and protections to ensure access 
to vaccines without cost-sharing.

VYF also activated grassroots 
networks through action 
alerts and online campaigns, 
encouraging advocates to urge 
the White House and Congress to 
protect vaccine access, including 
support for the Protecting Free 
Vaccines Act. 

Policy 
EVIDENCE-BASED LEADERSHIP IN 
A RAPIDLY CHANGING LANDSCAPESpotlight

VYF has long been a leader in vaccine policy, working 
alongside coalitions and public health partners to educate 
lawmakers on policies that expand vaccine access, advocate 
for funding to strengthen immunization infrastructure, and 
share lived experiences that illustrate the real-world risks 
of low vaccination rates. In response to sweeping changes 
in vaccine policy in 2025, VYF adapted its approach to a 
rapidly evolving landscape and emerging threats to the 
immunization ecosystem. 

By expanding policy capacity with 
the addition of a Government 
Affairs Lead and a consultant with 
vast governmental experience, 
VYF responded with agility, 
providing credible, evidence-based 
information to policymakers  
and partners.

In May, VYF launched the weekly 
Vaccine Intelligence Report, 
providing clarity and context 
on vaccine-related news. Over 
the course of six months, the 
newsletter grew to reach 325 
congressional staffers across more 
than 220 offices each week, as 
well as almost 800 partners and 
public health leaders nationwide.

Throughout the year, VYF 
increased congressional 
engagement, communicating 
regularly with key health 
committees to inform bill content 

THESE EFFORTS GENERATED 
MORE THAN 28,000 
MESSAGES TO CONGRESS 
AHEAD OF DECEMBER’S 
ACIP MEETING.
Throughout the year, VYF 
increased engagement with 
federal agencies, submitting 
public comment prior to all four 
ACIP meetings and providing 
oral comment at two meetings. 
VYF also participated in high-
level meetings with agency 
leadership to better understand 
priorities related to vaccines, 
immunization coverage, and 
pandemic preparedness.
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POLICY 
Spotlight 

The State of the 
ImmUnion® Report 
DELIVERING CRITICAL UPDATES AND GUIDANCE 
ON THE NATION’S IMMUNIZATION LANDSCAPE

When we released our State of the ImmUnion® report 
in early 2025, we already knew the truth: the nation’s 
immunization ecosystem was precarious. The report 
urged Congress to expand access to lifesaving 
vaccines and encouraged policymakers to share 
their own personal experiences with vaccines and 
vaccine-preventable diseases, helping to humanize 
what can too easily be reduced to statistics. Even 
then, however, we could not have fully anticipated 
the scope or speed of the changes that would unfold 
over the course of the year.

As challenges to immunization have increasingly 
emerged from the highest levels of government, 
VYF’s focus has necessarily shifted. We are working 
urgently to protect the hard-won gains of past 
decades so our country does not slip backward 
and so fewer children and families face preventable 
illness and loss.

Looking ahead to 2026, the State of the ImmUnion® 
report will continue to evolve alongside a rapidly 
changing vaccine system. Supporters can expect 
frequent updates, timely briefings, and clear, credible 
information delivered directly to their inboxes, 
ensuring they remain informed, prepared, and 
engaged on the issues shaping immunization and 
public health.

A Sneak Peek at 
Our 35th Anniversary: 
35 Years of Healthy Futures  
A YEARLONG REFLECTION SERIES

To honor this legacy and look 
toward the future, we invite you 
to celebrate with us throughout 
2026 as we explore the 
stories, science, and impact of 
vaccination in America.

Join us online as we count 
down to our founding date 
in July. Together, we’ll reflect, 
reconnect, and renew our 
commitment to protecting what 

matters most: our loved ones, 
our communities, and ourselves.

Stay with us as we announce 
a celebration of lives saved by 
vaccines in the coming year. 
The success of vaccination has 
too often been quiet for far 
too long. It’s time to celebrate 
the lives saved and to continue 
our work together to protect 
millions more.

For 35 years, Vaccinate Your Family has worked to ensure that every 
person—no matter who they are or where they live—has access to 
lifesaving vaccines and trustworthy information.
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Christine King	

Cindi Knighton	

Mary Beth Koslap-Petraco in 
honor of Amy Pisani

Lisa Kritz        

Ellen Kruger   

Danielle Laraque-Arena in honor 
of Errol Alden, MD

Deborah Lombardi-Aiello	

Christen Loper	

Andrew Love  

James Lutz      

Yvonne Maldonado	

Jerold Mande  

Angeli & William Maney	

Serese Marotta in memory of 
Joseph James Marotta

Virginia & Harry Marso in honor 
of Andrew Marso and other 
meningitis survivors

Kari McCracken in memory of 
Thomas McCracken

Stacy McLean 

Len Mead        

Merck Sharp &  
Dohme Corp	

Marian Michaels in honor of  
Dr. Paul Offit

Moderna          

Melanie Mouzoon	

Cindy Mullen  

Maurine Neiman in memory  
of JJ Neiman-Brown

Rachel Neitzke	

Janice Nichols in honor  
of Frank T. Flood, Jr.

Paul Offit        

Walter Orenstein	

Carol & Luther Orton Family 
Fund in honor of Molly Ohlaine

Noah Ouellette	

Pfizer  

Amy Pisani in memory of Betty 
Bumpers, Rosalynn Carter, and 
Richard Greenway

Sheryl Riddick in memory of 
Dennis F. Lang

Julian Ritchey	

Dorothy Salvato	

Sanofi Pasteur	

Karena Sapsis	

Carolyn and Paul Sax  
Family Fund	

Gloriana Sewell	

Jeanne Whitney Smith	

Kevin Smith    

Paul Spearman	

Eli Sprecher in honor of Claire 
Abraham and Kasey Papineau

Shayna Strom in honor of  
Brian Strom

Todd Swisher  

Telfer Tempelman  
Giving Fund	

Jody Terranova	

Fatima Terry   

Claire & Steve Murchie	

Kirsten Thistle in honor of  
Rich Greenway

Griffin Toebben	

Eric Unger      

Robin VanOss 

Barry Wilhelm	

Dawn Wilson  

Daniel Winker	

Laurel Wood   

Elizabeth Zeller in memory  
of Tilly Harder

Faith Zipper 

2025 VYF Donors
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Julia Adams in honor  
of Eileen Baca

Bjarte Alvik

Anonymous Supporters     

AstraZeneca 
Pharmaceuticals	

Thomas Bartholomew	

Samantha Boggs in honor of 
Eliyas Robert Ali-Wilkinson

AJ Bownas      

Nelson Branco	

Deb Brandlee  

Alice Fu & Erik Brown in memory 
of Fred and Grace Brown

Christopher Buehler	

Brooke Bumpers	

Linn Bumpers in memory of  
Betty Bumpers

Amelia Burke-Garcia	

Julieta Calmon	

Mary Grace Cebrat	

Fiona Chamness in honor  
of Will Chamness

Richard Chapman	

Taryn Chapman	

Clement Lewin  
Family Trust	

John Crotty

CSL Seqirus           

Carly Darrah   

Debbie Davis  

Heather DeBruhl	

Candace DeMatteis	

Sarah Despres	

Kathleen Dolan in memory of 
Michael C. Storonsky

Dolias Family Fund	

Dynavax          

Jeffrey Ekoma	

Matthew Fallon	

Carol Ferguson in memory of 
all polio survivors living with 
permanent disability

Brian Fink       

Anna Flinchbaugh in honor of 
Marian Flinchbaugh

Susan Francis	

Leah Franks    

Caitlin Gilmet in memory of 
Phyllis Ann Root

GlaxoSmithKline	

Jack Gorman   

Jessica Griffith	

Wendy Grus    

Charles Hailey	

Paul Hannah   

Marshall Hayes	

Mike Heitzman in memory of 
Thomas McCracken

Jack & Liz Braun	

George Hill     

Emily Holubowich	

Therese Hoyle in honor of 
Rosalynn Carter and  
Betty Bumpers

Stephanie Hurwitz in honor of  
Dr. Wendy Hurwitz

ImmunoProfile	

Stephen Jung   

V
Y

F
 | 2

0
2

5
 A

N
N

U
A

L
 R

E
P

O
R

T

29

 V
Y

F
 |

 2
0

2
5

 A
N

N
U

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

28



2025 Board of Directors 

Karen Avery
DIRECTOR

Linn Bumpers, JD
DIRECTOR 

Amelia Burke-Garcia, PhD
SECRETARY/CHAIR ELECT

Richard H. Chapman, PhD
DIRECTOR

Tamera Coyne-Beasley, MD
DIRECTOR

John Crotty
DIRECTOR EMERITUS 

Jeffrey Ekoma, MBA, MS 
DIRECTOR

J. Nadine Gracia, MD, MSCE
DIRECTOR 

Claire Hannan, MPH
TREASURER

Richard Hughes IV, JD, MPH
DIRECTOR

2025 Committee of Scientific and 
Medical Advisors (CSMA) 

Theresa Chapple-McGruder, PhD, MPH
MEMBER 

Paul Offit, MD
MEMBER

Meet Our 2025 Team Members

Mary Koslap-Petraco, DNP, PNP-BC, CPNP
CHAIR

Danielle Laraque-Arena, MD, FAAP 
DIRECTOR 

Jessica Malaty Rivera, MS
NON-VOTING LIAISON

Bonnie Maldanado, MD
NON-VOTING LIAISON 

Debbie McCune Davis
PAST CHAIR 

Maurine Neiman, PHD
NON-VOTING LIASION

Amy Pisani, MS
CEO 

Lisa Robertson
DIRECTOR

Kirsten Thistle
DIRECTOR

Walt Orenstein, MD
MEMBER

Jessica Malaty Rivera, MS
CHAIR

Dana H., MS

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

Grisel C., MPH

EDUCATION LEAD

Damaris L.
COMMUNICATION LEAD

Love F., MPH

HEALTH PROMOTION 
COORDINATOR

Antonio Pisani, MS

SCIENCE AND EDUCATION  
POST GRAD INTERN 

Allison Howells
COMMUNICATIONS 

COORDINATOR

Marlen Ramirez, CHW, CHWI

PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Jacqueline Gottwald
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 

Amy Pisani, MS

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Marshall Hayes, MA

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Serese Marotta
DEPUTY CHIEF 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Lecia Imbery, MS

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  
DIRECTOR

Barry Wilhelm, MA, MEd

EDUCATION DIRECTOR

Leah Moore
DEVELOPMENT LEAD

Zach Bradley
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

Natasha Hansen, MPH

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS LEAD
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712 H Street NE 

Suite 1507

Washington, DC 20002

 

202.783.7034

info@vaccinateyourfamily.org

www.vaccinateyourfamily.org


